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Vision Statement

Through learning opportunities, essential
partnerships, and occasional shared
worship, our campus welcomes all who
want to learn, question and grow, while
making a positive and lasting impact in the
community and world.

Rev. William McBride &
Cantor Irene Failenbogen
Directors of Education
irenetunes@aol.com
Mission
To build a multifaith
community of people
from different faiths who
connect to one another
by embracing similarities
while celebrating
differences.

Rev. Enid Kessler
Spiritual Advisor
interfaith4you@gmail.com
Find a Place to Belong

We invite you to discover a spiritual community
made up of different religious groups. Together we
promote cross cultural understanding, peace
building, and a strong commitment to service. Each
group maintains its own religious identity but fosters
an open environment for learning, celebrating and
honoring each distinct religion.
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Some thoughts from campus leaders
Being Thankful Results in Giving

Rev. Vicky
Eastland

"Now God who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase
your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only
supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks
to God." 2 Corinthians 9:1-12

When you think of fall what comes to mind? Apple pie and pumpkin spice? The changing of
the leaves as they turn bright hues of mustard, gold, auburn and fire red? As we approach Thanksgiving
we are reminded of the bounty in our lives, but do we stop to realize that it is God who supplies for our
needs?
This time of year we turn our hearts toward family and home and feel grateful for the friendships and bonds
we have with those whom we love. This is a perfect time of year to acknowledge that God is the one who
enlarges our harvest and it is through the Lord’s provision that we are made rich in every way, not so we
can horde what we have been given, but as the scripture above says, “…so that you can be generous on
every occasion.”
When we look at the word thanksgiving we see two separate words put together, thanks and giving. Here
is a simple truth, being thankful results in giving. When we give, our generosity becomes our thanksgiving
to God. Maybe you have never thought of it in quite this way, but I believe it to be true.
Continued on page 3

Thanksgiving: A Jewish
Perspective
We, the American citizenry, are a
thankful lot. Our calendar is dotted with
days when we express our gratitude to
various
individuals and entities. On
Rabbi
Stuart Paris, Veteran's Day, we thank the members of
HaKohen the Armed Forces for their dedicated
service. On Memorial Day, we show our
gratitude to those courageous men and women who
made the ultimate sacrifice while defending our
liberties and democratic lifestyle. On Labor Day, we
express our appreciation to the industrious American
workforce, the people who keep the wheels of our
economy turning. On other selected days, we pause
to thank different historic individuals who have made
valuable contributions to our nation.

Welcome Home!
It was wonderful to get everyone
back together again at our second
meeting for the new year! On
Christine October 17th students participated
Mankes in interfaith religious education
classes and adults had time to
reconnect during our “coffee hour.”
As we gathered together on this beautiful fall
day, we reflected on why we chose to belong to
the Interfaith Community of Long Island (IFCLI)
and enroll our children in interfaith religious
classes. The demands of family, career, friends
and home can be overwhelming. Where does
IFCLI fit in all of this?

Continued on page 4
www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org

Continued on page 5
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Being Thankful Results in Giving

...continued from page 2

When we are generous with what we have, when we share our resources with others, we
ultimately are giving thanks to God. Our giving becomes an expression of gratitude.
I was visiting a dear member of our congregation, DeeGee Beasley, and she shared with me
the saying on her yearly calendar for the month of November. It said, “Gratitude is the
music of the heart.” Gratitude leads to generosity and generosity is the music of
thanksgiving we offer to God. So be generous in this season of thanksgiving and watch
the melody rise as a song of praise to God.

In Christ's love,

Rev. Vicky

Support Brookville
Reformed Church
by shopping at smile.amazon.com

Poinsettias are back for
Christmas Eve at Brookville Church!
Christmas Eve Worship will be hybrid this year.
You can come in person or via Zoom.

If you would like to order a plant, you can:
Email your order to brookvillechurch@gmail.com
and pay by Venmo or On-line giving
OR
Mail a check to Brookville Church
Please indicate if your plant is in honor or memory of
someone.

Did you hear...

Daylight Savings Time ends
on November 7.
Remember to “Fall
back” - set your clock
back 1 hour before you
go to bed.

Bible Study
Would you like to be part of our on-line Bible Study? Come as you are - wherever you are, to a
screen near you and join others who wish to learn together. Bi-weekly Tuesday evenings (6:30-7:30 p.m.)
Email vickyleastland@gmail.com for the Zoom link.

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Thanksgiving: A Jewish Perspective
...continued from page 2

As Jews, we have our holiday routines: Shabbat
dinners with candles, Kiddush wine and ha-Motzi
over the challah. On Rosh Hashanah, we have
apples and honey. Passover? There is a whole
manual to tell us when to dip, when to drink, even
how we are supposed to sit.
And then there is Thanksgiving. The day when we
thank G-d for enabling all the above - and for all
else G-d does for us. The idea of giving thanks is
a familiar theme in Jewish tradition. Judaism views
every day as a day of thanksgiving; every day is a
chance to say “thank you” to G-d for the many
blessings we have. We gather to eat - the same
people, at the same table, with the same enticing
aromas wafting in the kitchen.
But we do not have a script.
Sure, we feast on turkey,
argue politics, and watch
football. But what about the
ritual? What about the
meaning?
“Judaism” is actually built
upon the word gratitude.
Because Leah was grateful
to G-d for the gift of another
son, she named him Yehudah
(Judah) which means, “I am grateful.” In fact,
Judah’s name carried such importance that it
became the name for our people - Yehudim, Jews,
literally, the grateful ones. How profound that at the
root of what it means to be Jewish is the very idea
of gratitude! Sitting around a table with family and
friends. Delicious food ready to be enjoyed.
Gathering for a meal and giving thanks. Sharing
values and tradition. What could be more Jewish?
Thanksgiving and Judaism - the perfect match.
Scientists have found that there are all sorts of
positive outcomes from practicing gratitude. Our
physical health and immunity against disease is
improved. When we rid ourselves of negative
emotions such as resentment, frustration, and
regret, replacing them with thoughts of gratitude,
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we can sleep better, gain more self-respect, and
have better relationships with our family and
friends. With gratitude, we can be more hopeful
about the future.
In traditional Judaism, we begin each day with a
prayer: “Thank you G-d for restoring my soul to my
body and for giving me another day of life.” With
this prayer, we begin our day with gratitude and in
a conversation with G-d: “How bad can the day be?
How good can the day be?”
Before COVID, did we appreciate the things we
had? Have we learned to be more grateful for what
we have? Like a fridge full of food, our friends and
family, the roof over our heads, and having an
extra 6-pack of Charmin? We focus now on simple
acts like going for a walk and reading a book. This
time has reminded us to simply stop and smell the
roses. Take a moment to
focus on the goodness in the
world and in your life. A
grateful perspective is critical
to sustain our positive
attitude - to energize, to heal,
and to bring hope. Now,
more than ever, this
Thanksgiving let us
recognize the good (hakarat
hatov) and say, “Thank
You.” (Todah Rabah)!
Recite the words of the Shehechiyanu prayer this
Thanksgiving as you sit around the table with your
loved ones. Express your gratitude to the G-d of
Life who enables us to reach this beautiful day:
Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech ha’olam,
shehechiyanu v’kiyemanu v’higiyanu laz’man
hazeh.
Blessed be G-d, the Eternal Source of all life, for
keeping us alive, for sustaining us, and for bringing
us to this joyous season!
Happy Thanksgiving to All!

Rabbi Stuart A. Paris, HaKohen

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Welcome Home! ….continued from page 2
It’s very simple. We have made a choice to connect and have made a
conscious decision to provide our children with a spiritual home. The IFCLI is a
place to connect with other children who are also growing up in interfaith
households. Instead of traveling to a house of worship close to our homes that
would not have met the needs of our interfaith family, we have made the
decision to travel to the Brookville Multifaith Campus. It’s here that we feel
welcomed and supported and have FUN with other interfaith families - just like
us!
We are so excited for the upcoming holidays! Stay
tuned, via email and our website, for specific information
about our holiday plans and get-togethers!

Please send us a message on our Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/ifcli/ Or email the
steering committee chair, Allison at
allison@interfaithli.org
SOCIAL MEDIA
IFCLI website: https://www.interfaithli.org/home
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ifcli
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
interfaithcommunityli/

~Christine Mankes
www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Study, Pray and Worship at
Brookville Multifaith Campus…
Muslim Reform
Movement
Organization
muslimreform@hotmail.com

In person and online
Prayers, Fridays 1 PM
Khutba at 1:10, English
Prayer at 1:30
——————————
Online Quran Study
Sundays, 2:30 - 4 PM
——————————
CLICK FOR ZOOM LINK

Brookville Church
brookvillechurch@gmail.com

In person and online
Worship,
Sundays, 10 AM
——————————Online Bible Study
—————————CLICK FOR ZOOM LINK

New Synagogue of L. I.
newsynagogue.li@gmail.com

Online Shabbat Services
The first Friday of each month, 7:00 PM
—————————————————CLICK FOR ZOOM LINK

Interfaith Community of LI

allison@interfaithli.org
In person classes for children
Alumni Summits for youth
certain Sundays, 11 AM
—————————————————CLICK FOR INFO

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Multifaith Thanksgiving Celebration
Participate in person or via Zoom

Sunday, November 14, 2021
at 3 PM
Come celebrate with prayers, songs and scriptures
from our different faith traditions. Each faith leader
will be preaching from another’s holy scriptures.

Email
brookvillemfc@gmail.com
for Zoom link

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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BRAG BOX

Brookville Reformed Church welcomed
Danielle Fox to our membership as she
reaffirmed her faith on Sunday, October
10, 2021.
Congratulations to Emilia Cortale on
her induction into the Spanish Honor
Society. Mucho gusto!

Ben Denison
along with his
parents,
Dave and
Lisa
participated
in the AHRC
Walk-a-Thon
on October
17th.

On the same Sunday we welcomed
Rebecca Shirley Fox into the visual
membership of the church through the
sacrament of Baptism. Rebecca also
received her Jewish name in a special
Baby Naming Ceremony officiated by
Cantor Irene Failenbogen.

Congratulations to Danielle and Mark Fox,
along with big brother, Matthew!

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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James Kelleher's
Eagle Scout Project
A HUGE thank you goes out to
James Kelleher and seven fellow
Boy Scouts from Troop 482 of
Floral Park, along with several
adult and youth volunteers, who
recently built a new slate pathway
around the Peace Pole, planted
new trees and bushes, and cut
and mulched flower beds in the
our Peace Garden.
Eagle Scout is the highest and
most difficult rank to achieve.
According to scouting.org only
about 8% of all Scouts earn the
Eagle Scout rank.
The Scout must plan, develop,
and give leadership to others in a
service project helpful to their
community.
We are so fortunate that James
chose his multifaith campus to
bless with his leadership and hard
work!

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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The Next Chapter
FINDING WATER ON
THE FARM
After Nancy and I married, our family
acquired a farm in Vermont that had
an artist's cottage on top of a bald
hill. In the winter the building was
Branch Worsham accessible only by walking up the
slope, but the hill was a great place
for sleds and toboggans. It had a large picture
window on the south side which provided great light
for painting or watching the children playing. All four
of our kids grew up during the winters doing snow
games and sports. Eventually our own tow-rope was
installed to make skiing available just across the
road. The large single room was heated by a small
wood burning stove that everyone appreciated. Fuel
was just a few step in back of the cottage and easy
to collect for each weekend's needs. There came a
time when our weekly trips to The Farm were
inconvenient to continue as school demands
intruded.
As the kids continued through public
schools we would get to The Farm
enough on holidays for them to learn
how to ski well and enjoy winter fun at a
level well above what could happen on
Long Island. While BJ finished college
he was ready to become a ski bum and
wanted to go up to Vermont to work
and ski on the slopes of the largest ski
mountain in Vermont called Killington.
We decided the hilltop cottage should
be his residence instead of the large
farmhouse with five bedrooms and 3
1/2 baths plus a wing with 1 and 1 more. We made
that summer a major project. Building a road up the
hill began the turning of a singe room into a small
house with ALL of the amenities of a house. The
largest piece of furniture was built into the wall - a
Murphy Bed. The wood stove lost its place to
installing a proper gas heater. The sink, shower and
toilet flushed into a septic system and leach field
down the hill.
The real major project was getting water into the
cottage on the hill. There we got a surprise that
brought up historical measures. The well driller
came with his water finder -- a slight piece of a small
bush with a fork of two branches all stripped of
leaves. It was a divining rod that he used by holding

each fork in a hand in front of his body and walking
around hoping for the stem of the rod to wiggle or
point down. Do you believe in finding water that
ancient way? How about witchcraft, which is also
accredited to divining rods? I will pass on witchcraft
and credit God for helping man find water. Anyhow,
his first drill hole was a dry well, but the second gave
us a water system that is still producing fresh, clear
and pure water thirty-five years later.
BARN QUILTS
Our first trip for a vacation this year was in October
for our stay in the mountains of Virginia overlooking
the Shenandoah Valley. We regretted not
vacationing in 2020, but that absence did make this
year's visit more pleasing. Each year it seems the
rural countryside is more beautiful as we ride about.
One favorite trip is to ride west over the first ridges of
the Allegheny Mountains to a small town in a small
county (Monterey in Highland County -- total
population less than 2,500 people). The people have
a Maple Syrup festival in March and a Fall event in
October. We have a lot of
experience with Maple Syrup
thanks to the years in
Vermont so the Virginia fall
has become a new favorite.
The people of Highland
County are a hardy lot and
proud of their strength to
maintain an economy with so
few people. One feature of
their recent success at
drawing visitor interest is
Barn Quilts.
I could write a lot about this new phenomenon
because it is new to me, however it stretches all over
the Eastern Mountains and central states farms. The
quilts are made of boards and plywood and painted
by serious artists. Next the counties collect the
locations of the barns that have the quilts attached to
their sides and create a Quilt Tour. These tours now
occur all over the East and they are blossoming and
growing. If you are interested in these just look up
Quilt Tours in whatever state you wish.
Thank you for your continued interest in reading The
Next Chapter.

~ Branch Worsham

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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November 2021
1

2 Election Day

3

4

Click here to view the
calendar on line.
7

Daylight Savings Time Ends

8

9

Worship Celebration 10 AM
Online Quran Study 2:30 - 4:30 PM

14

10

11 Veterans Day

Consistory
6:30 PM

15

16

17

18

Worship Celebration 10 AM
Multifaith Thanksgiving
Celebration 3 PM
21

22

23

24

25 Thanksgiving

Worship Celebration 10 AM
Children’s classes
11:15 - 12:15 PM
Online Quran Study 2:30 - 4:30 PM
28

Hanukkah

29 Hanukkah

Worship Celebration 10 AM
Online Quran Study 2:30 - 4:30 PM

30 Hanukkah
Giving Tuesday

5

6

Friday Prayer
1-1:50 PM

Ferdowsi School 10 AM
Saturday Night Live AA
meeting 9 PM

12

13

Friday Prayer
1-1:50 PM
Virtual Shabbat
7:30 PM

Ferdowsi School 10 AM
Saturday Night Live AA
meeting 9 PM

19

20

Friday Prayer
1-1:50 PM

Ferdowsi School 10 AM
Saturday Night Live AA
meeting 9 PM

26

27

Friday Prayer
1-1:50 PM

Ferdowsi School 10 AM
Saturday Night Live AA
meeting 9 PM

Key:

*Brookville Church *Brookville Multifaith Campus
*General Events *Interfaith Community *Iranian American Society
*Muslim Reform Movement Organization *New Synagogue of Long Island

Newsday Sighting

Join the in person
meeting every
Saturday at 9 PM.
For more info call
Carol B. at
(516) 428-0479.

Rev. Vicky was included in an article by Jim Merritt on October 14
titled "Asking the Clergy: How do we make friends with our
enemies?"
If you have a Newsday account, you can read the article on line.
Many of our campus faith leaders have been quoted in Newsday.
Check out just a few of them on In The News page of our website!

Are you ready for a

Brookville Multifaith Campus

LOGO Contest 2.0
A PATHWAY FOR MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING
We are re-launching our logo contest with a few
parameters:

• The design should not include any religious symbols
• It should reflect the idea of a pathway
• The design needs to be submitted in PNG format with a
clear background by December 31, 2021
Email submissions to brookvillemfc@gmail.com

hurricane?
ready.gov has a great section on
preparing for storm surge, wind
damage, rip currents and flooding.
Topics include
Know your Hurricane Risk
Make an Emergency Plan
Know your Evacuation Zone
Those with Disabilities
Help your Neighborhood
Returning Home After a Hurricane
And more…

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org

