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Vision Statement
Through learning opportunities, essential 

partnerships, and occasional shared 
worship, our campus welcomes all who 
want to learn, question and grow, while 

making a positive and lasting impact in the 
community and world.

Mission
 To build a multifaith 

community of people from 
different faiths who connect 

to one another by 
embracing similarities while 

celebrating differences.

 Find a Place to Belong 
We invite you to discover a spiritual 

community made up of different religious 
groups.  Each group maintains its own 
religious identity but fosters an open 

environment for learning, celebrating and 
honoring each distinct religion. 

One house, many faiths, endless 
opportunities for growth! 
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Epiphany literally means, “the manifestation of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles (non-Jews) through 
the Magi.”  The Magi were “wise men” who 
came from the East to bring gifts to baby Jesus.  
Have I lost you or are you still with me?  This is 
a lot to take in because Epiphany, Gentiles, 
Magi are not words we use in our every day 
vocabulary, but they are still very significant to 
the faith of a Christian. 

Epiphany focuses our 
attention on the Magi’s 
response to God’s 
revelation through Christ.  
Say, what?  What am I 
talking about? I’m talking 
about God revealing God’s self through the 
coming of Jesus Christ. The Magi’s response 
was to bring expensive gifts to the Lord.  It 
couldn’t be just any old thing they found lying 
around the house.  Christ deserved the best, the 
finest and the Magi knew that and so they 
brought the best they had to offer.  

The Magi presented Jesus with rich gifts. Just as 
the Magi did, we need to worship Jesus Christ 
by presenting ourselves as gifts to God because 
an offering of ourselves is the greatest gift we 
could possibly offer.  We need to recognize that 
WE ARE the rich gifts that God has brought into 
the world and by giving ourselves back to God 
through all we do and say, we are becoming a 
revelation to the very one we are worshipping.  
Have I lost you again?  Well, simply put, we are 
to worship God with our whole lives, presenting 
ourselves to God through our actions, such as 

loving one another and loving God, which I think is 
what life all boils down to. 
The celebration of Christmas reminds us of God's 
gift to us in Christ. Within the cycle of the church 
year, Epiphany, the festival that follows, reminds 
us of the appropriate response of giving back to 
God. We recognize who Christ is and what he is 
worth; so we respond with worship that includes an 
offering of our entire being.  What greater gift could 

we give to God, other than 
our entire selves?   

Epiphany reminds us to 
look for the work of God in 
our natural everyday lives. 
It keeps us from dividing 

our lives into spiritual and natural realms. 
Epiphany helps us to work toward an integration of 
the natural and supernatural in our lives and the 
world around us.   

So, take it in…be gifts to God by living for God and 
be gifts to the world by living for God.  Get it?  The 
two are not mutually exclusive, they are mutually 
inclusive.  If this newsletter article has confused 
you, ok.  If it has caused you to ponder, good.  If it 
has spurred you to action, all the better.  

Another definition of Epiphany is Revelation.  Let 
us reveal God to the world through our love and 
service to the very “being” that brought us and the 
world into existence. Be the Epiphany the world 
needs to see! 

Happy Epiphany! 
Rev. Vicky

What is
Epiphany? 

 “Let us reveal God to the world 
through our love and service.”

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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In today’s world, communities of faith are re-
examining how to nurture spiritual depth while 
engaging thoughtfully with modern knowledge. 
One of the most inspiring historical examples of 
this harmony comes from the Muslim intellectual 
tradition — specifically the 12th-century 
Andalusian philosopher Ibn Tufayl, whose ideas 
continue to resonate across cultures and 
religions. 

A Story That Speaks Across Faiths 
Ibn Tufayl’s celebrated philosophical novel Hayy 

ibn Yaqzan tells the story of a child raised alone 
on an island, without teachers, society, or 
scripture. Guided only by his curiosity, Hayy 
observes the natural world, studies living 
creatures, and reflects deeply on life’s mysteries. 
Through this journey of reason and 
contemplation, he arrives at profound truths 
about compassion, morality, and the presence of 
a transcendent Creator.1 

For its time, this was a bold message: human 
reason, when used with sincerity and humility, 
can lead us toward truth. The Qur’an itself 

encourages reflection on “signs in the horizons and 
within themselves,”2   a call echoed in many 
religious traditions that invite us to look inward and 
outward for divine wisdom. 

A Bridge Between Civilizations 
When Hayy ibn Yaqzan was translated into Latin 
and English, it became a quiet but powerful 
influence on major European thinkers. John Locke, 
Daniel Defoe, and Baruch Spinoza engaged deeply 
with its ideas.3 For example, Defoe’s Robinson 
Crusoe mirrors Hayy’s solitary exploration and 
philosophical questioning. Through this exchange, 
a Muslim philosopher helped shape Enlightenment 
conversations about universal human dignity, 
natural religion and natural law, freedom of 
conscience, the development of moral reasoning, 
and the relationship between spirituality and 
rational inquiry. 

This shared intellectual heritage reminds us that 
civilizations do not advance in isolation; they grow 
through dialogue and mutual inspiration. 

Mustafa Akyol and the Revival of a Forgotten 
Tradition 
Contemporary author Mustafa Akyol has brought 
renewed attention to Ibn Tufayl and the rationalist 
stream of Islamic thought represented by him and 
by Ibn Rushd (Averroes). Ibn Rushd, in his famous 
Decisive Treatise, argued that reason and 
revelation ultimately point toward the same truth.4 

Akyol suggests that revisiting this tradition can help 
modern religious communities — Muslim and non-
Muslim alike — nurture cultures grounded in 
conscience rather than coercion, rational 
exploration rather than fear of questioning, humility 
rather than dogmatism, and dialogue rather than 
intellectual isolation. These values resonate 
strongly in multifaith settings, where shared inquiry 
enriches everyone’s spiritual journey. 

continued…

Faith and Reason in Conversation: Ibn Tufayl and the Spirit of Inquiry

Hayy ibn Yaqzan means “Alive, son of Awake,” so this 
is “The Story of Alive, son of Awake,” which describes 

Hayy’s character passing from sleepy childhood to 
knowledge by means of which he can fully contemplate 

the world and his surroundings.

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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A Message for Our Multifaith Community 
1. Curiosity Is a Sacred Gift All faiths encourage 

exploration. Hayy’s story affirms that sincere 
questioning can lead us closer to meaning, 
compassion, and the Divine. 

2. Faith and Reason Are Partners, Not Rivals 
Many traditions hold that truth is accessible 
both through revelation and through 
thoughtful reflection. Ibn Tufayl’s work 
illustrates how the two can illuminate each 
other. 

3. Wisdom Can Come from Anywhere medieval 
Muslim philosopher helped inspire the 
European Enlightenment — a reminder that 
wisdom travels across borders, cultures, and 
eras. 

4. Dialogue Strengthens Community Just as 
Hayy learns more when he finally encounters 
another human being, we too grow through 
conversation, shared study, and open-
hearted listening. 

A Shared Journey Forward 
Hayy ibn Yaqzan is more than a philosophical 
tale; it is an invitation. It invites us to approach 
the world with wonder, to nurture the mind 
alongside the soul, and to recognize the divine 
spark in our capacity to reason. Mustafa Akyol’s 

modern reflections remind us that the harmony 
between faith and reason is not a new dream — it 
is a legacy waiting to be reclaimed. 

For our multifaith community, this story 
underscores a timeless truth: when we explore 
together, we grow together. In honoring curiosity, 
embracing dialogue, and welcoming insights from 
diverse traditions, we continue a journey that unites 
us in our shared search for meaning, compassion, 
and wisdom. 

Endnotes 
1. Ibn Tufayl, Hayy ibn Yaqzan: A Philosophical 

Tale, trans. Lenn E. Goodman (University of 
Chicago Press, 2009). 

2. The Qur’an, 41:53 and 3:190–191. 
3. Mustafa Akyol, “The Muslims Who Inspired 

Spinoza, Locke, and Defoe,” Cato Institute 
Commentary (2024). 

4. Ibn Rushd (Averroes), The Decisive Treatise 
(Fasl al-Maqal). 

Submitted by Syed Aijaz Hussaini, MD, retired 
pediatrician, Madison, Ohio 

~Syed N Asad, MD 
MMSglobalfoundation.org

Thank you to ALL 
who contributed so 
generously to the 

staff bonuses.  Your 
loving-kindness is so 
greatly appreciated!

 ❤ ❤  
Rev. Vicky, Carol, 

 Linda  
and Carlo

Faith and Reason in Conversation: Ibn Tufayl and the Spirit of Inquiry, continued

The Second Sunday 
of Advent was 
celebrated virtually, 
due to the snow.

Thank you to Carol 
Goglia and Gerry 
O'Brien for providing 
the virtual Advent 
candles!

http://MMSglobalfoundation.org
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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     Christmas Eve at Brookville Church

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org


  Brookville Multifaith Campus News, Jan. 2026                                                      Page 6

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org

Children Lead Joyful Interfaith Holiday Celebration 

Our community was filled with warmth, joy, and holiday spirit at 
the recent IFCLI Holiday Service and Celebration. With bright 
smiles and confident voices, our children led the service from 
start to finish, sharing meaningful readings, thoughtful 
reflections, and uplifting songs and musical performances that 
beautifully honored the season. 

The service was created and directed by our incredible Minister of Music, Miss Carol. Her enthusiasm, 
creativity, and remarkable patience shone through every moment, from the careful planning to the joyful 
execution. Thanks to her leadership, the children felt empowered, prepared, and proud to share their gifts 
with the congregation. 

Following the service, children invited families and guests to the 
Fellowship Hall for a lively and fun-filled holiday celebration. The room 
buzzed with energy as children and adults decorated menorahs, played 
the dreidel game—complete with some surprisingly intense matches!—
and enjoyed fresh, hot latkes. Festivities continued with Christmas 
cookie decorating, ornament making, and letter writing to Santa, 
creating moments of laughter, creativity, and connection. 

The celebration was a wonderful reflection of our interfaith community’s 
spirit—bringing traditions together, centering our children, and sharing 
joy across generations. It was truly a holiday celebration to remember.

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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We bid farewell to Rigo and Esperanza Melara 

and congratulate them on a successful transition to happy 
retirement in El Salvador.

Congratulations 
to Rabbi Irene 
Failenbogen 
who contributed 
an article to the 
“asking The 
Clergy” column,  
a recurring 
feature in 
Neewsday.

Archived 
articles written 
by campus 
clergy can be 
found at 
www.brookville
multifaithcampu
s.org/in-the-
news

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org/in-the-news
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org/in-the-news
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org/in-the-news
http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org/in-the-news
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Brookville Church and Multifaith Campus welcomes 
the Ayala-Sanchez Family.

Carlos started in December as the new Sexton, caring for the campus 
buildings and grounds.  Joselyn is a school teacher and Mateo goes to 
kindergarten.  

Carlos brings many years of experience in maintenance, grounds-keeping 
and handiwork. He was well-trained by Rigo before he retired.  

They are a family with a lot of faith and a love of music, including singing in 
church. They love doing things together as a family and Mateo is fond of 
several sports including soccer, basketball and running.

They are very excited to be part of this new family and we are excited to 
have them as part of our campus!

Brookville Church was happy to participate in a holiday  
toy drive and extend our food drive in partnership with  

the North Shore Soup Kitchen. 

Both food and toys were dropped off by our Elders  
Lorrie Latzen and Dolores Tibbets. We are very  

thankful for the generosity of all our campus members.

From North Shore Soup Kitchen’s 
Facebook page:

http://www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Muslim Reform 
Movement 

Organization

Virtual Quran Study  
every other Sunday, 

2:30 - 4:30 PM   

All are welcome!  
For Zoom link, 
please email 

 muslimreform@hotmail.com 

The Interfaith 
Community of 
Long Island 

 will hold classes
 
 11:00 AM on 
 Sundays:
 Jan. 11
 Jan. 25
 Feb. 8
 March 15
 April 19
 May 17
June 7 
   (picnic)

STAY INFORMED
Please check your 
email for updates.

If you would like to be added 
to our email distribution

list, please email 
ifcoflongisland
@gmail.com

Learn more about the 
classes at interfaithli.org/

Please join us at Brookville Church  
every Sunday at 10 AM for our  

Worship Celebration 

Come in person  
or on Zoom 

For a zoom link, email 
brookvillechurch@gmail.com 

Venmo    
@Brookville-Church (7478)                                                

Givebutter   
https://givebutter.com/Sh1iYB

SYNAGOGUE OF THE MONTH!
SHABBAT SERVICE    5786

!

The New Synagogue of Long Island
The Synagogue for Spiritual Judaism

!Rabbi Irene Failenbogen

Please join us on Friday. February 6, 2026 7:00 PM

Zoom Shabbat Service
Shabbat Service Booklet!

We have no membership dues or fees.!!All are welcome.

Please support The New Synagogue of Long Island as generously as you can. 
Your contributions are the lifeblood of The New Synagogue.!!Please help us 

keep alive our inspiring teachings of Spiritual Judaism.!

To make an online donation, please!click here!
To print the form and mail it to us, please!click here!

newsynagogue.li@gmail.com.            www.newsynagogue-li.org!

The New Synagogue of Long Island10  
Cuttermill Road, Suite 302 Great Neck, NY  11021
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