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Vision Statement

Through learning opportunities, essential
partnerships, and occasional shared
worship, our campus welcomes all who
want to learn, question and grow, while
making a positive and lasting impact in the
community and world.
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Mission
To build a multifaith
community of people
from different faiths who
connect to one another
by embracing similarities
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differences.
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Find a Place to Belong

We invite you to discover a spiritual community
made up of different religious groups. Together we
promote cross cultural understanding, peace
building, and a strong commitment to service. Each
group maintains its own religious identity but fosters
an open environment for learning, celebrating and
honoring each distinct religion.
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Some thoughts from campus leaders
Letter to Our Interfaith Families
“…Ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord and your love for all God’s people, I have
not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.” ~ Ephesians 1:15
The Apostle Paul wrote these words to the church at Ephesus long before we were ever born
and yet I cannot help but think of you whenever I read them. I first wrote this article two and
a half years into my pastorate at Brookville Church. Now I am in my 10th year as your
pastor!What I wrote back in 2015, is still true today. So I share it again in 2022 and do so
specifically for our interfaith families to read as a letter to you. The rest of you can read along too.

Rev. Vicky
Eastland

When I was interviewed by the Search Team it was made clear to me that this church was looking for a
pastor who had an interfaith heart, someone who could help connect the Interfaith Community to
Brookville Church. I didn’t know if I was the right person, but I did know when Pam Gawley and Sarah
Cirker, the founding Co-Directors of the Interfaith Community, sat in on my second interview, that
something exciting was happening here. While listening to their plight as well as their passion to help
other families like them find a dual faith home, one that embraced both their Jewish side as well as their
Christian, I desperately wanted to be a part of helping make that happen. Thankfully, I was the right
person and have gotten to share this journey with you over the last decade!
Continued on page 3

Adar – A Time for Joy

Rabbi
Stuart
Paris,
HaKohen

Adar is the 12th month on the Hebrew calendar. According to Jewish tradition, Adar is the
happiest, most joyous month of the Hebrew calendar. In fact, its motto is “When Adar
comes, joy is increased.” The abundance of joy in Adar is primarily due to the Jewish
holiday of Purim. Purim is celebrated on the fourteenth day of the Hebrew month of Adar,
which usually falls sometime in February or March. (This year corresponding to March 17th)
Adar is special because we celebrate the joyous holiday of Purim. However, celebrating
Purim isn’t the only thing that makes Adar special.

The Talmud tells us the “when the month of Adar arrives, we increase joy” to welcome a
season of miracles. The month of Adar is the happiest month for the Jewish people. The Hebrew name
“Adar” is related to the word “adir,” which denotes strength and power. The term adir is used to refer to
the Jewish people. What could be more apropos for the month when the Jewish people’s fortunes are
strong?
Adar is the only month in the Hebrew calendar that comes back for seconds. The Jewish leap year
occurs approximately once every three years. In order to assure that the lunar months of the Jewish year
stay in sync with the solar calendar, an additional month of Adar is added. Purim is celebrated in the
second Adar.
Continued on page 3
www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Adar – A Time for Joy

...continued from page 2

When we worship as a Christian congregation
with the Jewish Ark visible in the sanctuary, it is a
testament to our solidarity with The New
Synagogue of Long Island and a reminder of our
shared heritage that traces back to Abraham.
The Ark of the Covenant is not only documented
in the Old Testament, it is referenced in the New
Testament too. (See Hebrews Chapter 9 as an
example)
When Rabbi Stuart Paris was asked by the Ark
maker what Hebrew words he wanted put on the
front of the Ark, he chose the wording that unites
our two congregations and ultimately our Jewish
and Christian faith traditions: Love God and
others, which is what Jesus says are the two
greatest commandments in all of scripture.
These words are found in the New Testament
Gospels, but first they were in the Jewish
scriptures.
In December of 2015, PBS filmed a segment for
their Religion and Ethics program in our
sanctuary and during a Jewish Shabbat service
they filmed both the Ark and the church’s
Christmas tree. This was a visual message that
we can coexist side by side without
compromising or having to give up part of our
faith or traditions.
We are forging a new path with our multifaith
campus and you are part of something that is
much bigger than just a Christian and Jewish
group, you are change-makers and peace
builders. Your children not only get to learn about
Judaism and Christianity, they get to be a part of
a unique place where Jews, Christians and
Muslims love each other, pray for the same
needs together and spread a message of unity.
What a way to grow up in the faith!

...continued from page 2

Tradition relates that Moses passed away on 7 Adar.
The Talmud tells us that when the evil Haman, villain
of the Purim story, wished to destroy our nation, he
staged a lottery to determine the most opportune date.
When the lot (called a pur, hence the holiday name of
Purim) fell on Adar, he rejoiced. What better month to
punish the Jews, he thought, than Adar, when Moses
passed away? Surely, no month could be lower for the
Jewish people. But what Haman did not know was
that Moses passed away on the very same day he was
born - the 7th of Adar! The day of Moses’ birth, the
Talmud relates, helped avert the evil decree.
The word Adar has been associated with beauty, as in
the beauty of the season contained in Adar, spring.
There is beauty in the transition from winter to spring.
The buds begin to bloom, the weather becomes
warmer, and we can feel the warmth of the sun with
longer daylight around us, which helps our mood and
attitude. The month of Adar gives us an additional
opportunity to create new beginnings.
Adar gives us reasons to be joyful. It comes from
being grounded in the present moment and having a
mindset of gratitude and openness to what is joyful in
our lives. Joy is a natural state for some, but for most
of us it is an acquired “taste.” As we practice joy and
appreciate the beauty around us, we begin to live it.
Joy relates to our capacity to discover our selfdefeating mechanisms and change them into our selffulfilling experiences. It is not so much whether good
things happen to us as much as how much good we
can find in experiences. Joy depends on our vision
and insight.
Today whatever may annoy, the word
for me is joy, just simple joy.
Rabbi Joseph H. Gelberman (Spiritual Truths)
Find your JOY!
~ Rabbi Stuart A.

Paris, HaKohen
With BIG LOVE,
~ Rev. Vicky

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Study on Elijah:
Expand Your Faith, Experience God’s Fire
A 7-session study from best-selling author Priscilla Shirer
Old Testament heroes are best known for their most celebrated
moments: Moses dividing the Red Sea; David slaying Goliath; And Elijah
—calling down fire on Mount Carmel.
Elijah emerged as a voice of unapologetic truth during a time of national
crisis and moral decline. His ministry was marked by tenacious faith and
“holy fire.” Every serious believer longs to summon up the kind of boldness and faith that Elijah had.
Join trusted Bible teacher, Priscilla Shirer on this 7-session journey for a fresh look at prophet Elijah
and the difficult choices that kept him anchored and sharpened his faith. Discover how the fire on
Mount Carmel was forged in the valley of famine. Discover how the emboldened, fiery faith you desire
is being fashioned by God in your life right now!

Here are the details:

•
•
•
•

We will join together via Zoom every other Tuesday evening beginning February 22nd
Priscilla Shirer will lead us in a 30 minute video teaching
Followed by a 30 minute discussion facilitated by Branch Worsham
RSVP by Feb. 20th to receive the Zoom link

Outline of sessions:
6:30-7:30 PM
Part One: Faith: Committing to God’s Process
Feb. 22
Lesson One:
Introduction - The Starting Point
Mach 8
Lesson Two:
The Part Nobody Sees
March 22
Lesson Three:
The Season of Refining
Part Two: Fire: Submitting to God’s Power
April 5
Lesson Four:
Exposing the Counterfeit
April 19
Lesson Five:
Experiencing the Authentic
May 3
Lesson Six:
Fear, Fatigue and a Future
May 17
Lesson Seven:
Last Session - Faith, Failure, and Beyond
View a promo video at https://www.lifeway.com/en/product-family/elijah-bible-study
RVSP to brookvillechurch@gmail.com

Study materials provided

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Our campus T-shirt made it all the way to
Argentina, thanks to Cantor Irene, Michael,
Nathan and Rev. Bill who hand delivered
shirts to Irene's family in South America.
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Interfaith Community L.I. Classes
Sundays at 11:15 AM
February 13
March 20
April 10
May 15
May 22 at 2 PM Identity and Transitions
Moving Up Ceremony
Registration for membership and classes is still open.
Please send us a message on our Facebook page at
htttps://www.facebook.com/ifcli/
or by emailing the steering committee chair, Allison at
allison@interfaithli.org
Visit the website https://www.interfaithli.org
Watch your email inbox for more info on:
Dying, Death and Funerals from
Different Religious Perspectives webinar

Failenbogen/McBride family pictured with
Irene's mom, Fanny wearing her new shirt

Feb. 24, 2022, 7:30-9:00 PM
Register by emailing faroquekhan@outlook.com

Raise the Roof Campaign
The Fellowship Hall
where we
share food and fun,
educate children
and provide space
to our community is
in need of a new
roof to the cost of
$16,500.

As of this
publication, more
than 85% of the
funds have been
raised!!
Only $2,364 is still
needed.
If you have already
contributed Thank you!!!

If you want to help
you can send a
check to:
Brookville Church
2 Brookville Road
Glen Cove, NY
11545
or you can
DONATE HERE

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org

Although the
pandemic has kept
us apart, we will all
come together
under the same
roof again soon.
Let’s make it a
non-leaky one!
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12 Oy Fathers! of
Satisfaction
According to etymonline.com, the origin of the word
satisfaction is “the performance of an act set forth
by a priest" inspiring reconciliation with God.
In each of the 12 months of 2022, former Catholic
priest, Bill McBride, and Jewish cantor, Irene
Failenbogen will attempt to bring smiles of
satisfaction to audiences with the performance of
their 2-act musical comedy entitled, "Oy Father!”
The plan is the product of a creative intuition of Cantor Irene and her belief that the sanctuary of the
New Synagogue of Long Island and The Brookville Church as well as the Muslim Reform Movement
Organization can serve as a spiritual home for artistic expression on a regular basis.
This original theatre production, with words by Rev. Bill and music by Cantor Irene, proved to be a
fun-raiser and fund-raiser for the Brookville Multifaith Campus a few years ago. It will continue to
provide joy and funding for the community thanks to a cooperative arrangement with the artists.
The first performance will be on February 27, 2022 at 2:00 PM. Tickets will be made available
through the Brookville Church office and the Oy Father page of irenetunes.com website.

On Monday, January 31st The New Synagogue of Long Island’s 100 year old Torah had restoration
work done, repairing tears and faded lettering. The work was done by a Sofer, Rabbi Moshe

Druin. Sofer in Hebrew means scribe. A Sofer has the great responsibility of doing the spiritual
work of caring for Torah scrolls.

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Thanks to the crew at AAA Cheap Trees for the
great job they did sprucing up our property!
We don’t want to brush off their hard work.
They weren’t stumped - they just chipped
away at it and logged this off
of our bucket list. 😆

Support Brookville
Reformed Church
by shopping at smile.amazon.com

Got Kids? Know Kids?
Help them prepare for disasters and
have fun doing it
Play games to become a
Disaster Master
Go to: www.ready.gov/kids

SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE
Join the in-person meeting Saturdays at 9 PM
2 Brookville Road
Glen Head, NY
Fellowship Hall
For more info call Carol B. at
(516) 428-0479

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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The Next Chapter
My folks, Branch and Alma, died in
the same year, 1984. Mom passed in
March lamenting that she would not
see the coming spring; she never
liked winter and would spend a lot of
time standing over the dining room
hot air register just above the wood
Branch Worsham burning furnace in the basement.
Dad passed on in November. I have
always said he was a man of
Minnesota, he loved the state, its weather and his
friends. I am barely able to call myself a son of
Minnesota because I left when I was eighteen. That
was a big family deal - me going off to college. Mom
was the only other person in the family who
attended college, for one semester in
1933.
Mom lived with her twelve siblings all
sleeping upstairs in two bedrooms usually three to a bed. Our town, Crosby,
didn't exist until after 1910 and the water
tower was built in 1913. This date is what
I recall as the internet records list it as
circa 1912-18. Even so, I remember the
hand pumps and well were frequently in
every yard on every street until the village
added another water main to that area.
Have you ever wondered why water
towers don't freeze solid? Did you know
there is a water tower just about a mile
from the church on Wheatley Road? Well
NY may get cold, but not cold enough to freeze up a
water tower. In the really cold land the daily flow of
water will keep it safe, but there are times when there
is a lot of ice in a tower-- five to six feet -- which will
usually float on the rest of the water in the tank. There
are ways to engineer into the system some warmth -such as pumping fresh water from a deep well that
never freezes.
Crosby, and nearly all of the towns in central
Minnesota were built around the same time for the
same reason, mining iron ore. Minnesota had the
mother lode of iron ore. Because of it the early
immigrants who came to Minnesota to work in the
forests (until the old growth trees were all cut down)
had a second career opportunity as miners. Towns
needed roads and buildings and water towers, mining
companies needed workers and railroads to haul the
ore. My aunts and uncles were born in 1910-1925.

They were growing up in a town and in a state that was
racing towards success. Then BOOM!
All of these people were caught in the Depression of
1929. So they were all Depression Survivors. It is very
possible that people of our current era may be called
Corona Virus Survivors. Minnesota had the good
fortune to be the source of timber then iron ore and
after the Great Depression the Second World War
came and solved the one problem but brought some of
its own.
When the mines were running all day and all night
even through the bitter winters there was work for
everyone and it seemed like good times had
arrived. My Dad had invented a way for
the mine to save loss of time and money
by keeping the iron ore on a a conveyor
belt. As the ore came up from the pit (a
deep large hole) it would rattle and fall off
of the belt. Since it was iron ore it would
behave as if a magnetic field was put in
place. He won a monetary award that
paid for the Cadet clothing that was
issued to me.
I lived there eighteen years and have
been writing these Newsletter columns for
twenty-eight years. How could I do so
much, remember so much and then turn it
around to interest others? Well, for sure,
it is a pleasure to recall the people and
events and hope to make them interesting
for you. I realize that everyone has stories to tell, but
their audience is usually just family and a few friends.
Our church has given me a place and means for
publication. Originally we had a newsletter that was
two pieces of paper printed on both sides - four pages
total. Now we often have twelve pages and three to
five writers who add to the pastor's column. We have
an editor who makes a personal effort to create an
attractive and easy to read edition each month, thanks
Linda!
I have gotten older now. Sometimes that was what I
wanted - so I could drive a car or graduate from high
school. Then Nancy and I put in the hours and effort to
raise our family and they have in turn rewarded us with
love, concern and grandchildren. We feel blessed with
the family that are Worsham kin. Thanks be to God.
~ Branch Worsham

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org
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Study, Pray and Worship at
Brookville Multifaith Campus
Muslim Reform Movement
Organization
muslimreform@hotmail.com

In person and online Prayers
Fridays 1 PM
Khutba at 1:10, English
Prayer at 1:30 in Arabic and English
——————————
Online Quran Study
Sundays, 2:30 - 4 PM
——————————
CLICK FOR ZOOM LINK

Brookville Church
brookvillechurch@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays, 10 AM
——————————Online Bible Study
Select Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 PM
—————————CLICK FOR ZOOM LINK

New Synagogue of Long Island
newsynagogue.li@gmail.com

Interfaith Community of Long Island

Online Shabbat Services
The first Friday of each month, 7:00 PM
—————————————————-

allison@interfaithli.org
In person classes for children
Alumni Summits for youth
Select Sundays, 11:15 AM
—————————————————-

CLICK FOR ZOOM LINK

CLICK FOR INFO

www.brookvillemultifaithcampus.org

